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HOW TO USE A CHART
A Mind Benders® problem gives you two lists of things and asks you to match each 
item in one list with an item in the other list by writing yes or no. In Activity 1, 
the student will match three people with their favorite way to travel. This activity 
is completed below as an example.

Example: Activity 1
A girl, a boy, and their mom have favorite ways to  
travel. Use the clues and chart to find each one’s favorite  
way to travel.
	 1. The mom’s ride never leaves the ground.
	 2. The boy’s ride is the fastest.

Solution:
1. 	 Read Clue 1. Look at each of the rides shown at the 

top of the chart. The boat cannot belong to the mom 
because it travels on water, nor can the jet because it 
travels in the air. The car must belong to the mom. 
Therefore, the car cannot belong to the boy or the 
girl.

2.	 Mark your answers on the chart. Draw Y for yes in the 
box under the car in the mom’s row. Draw N for no in 
the other two boxes under the car and in the other two 
boxes in the Mom’s row. Look at your chart: it shows 
the car belongs to the mom, not to the girl or boy.

3.	 Read Clue 2. The boy’s ride is the fastest. Is a jet faster 
than a boat? This clue tells us that the boy’s ride is the 
jet.

4. 	 Mark your answers on the chart. Draw Y for yes in 
the box under the jet in the boy’s row. Draw N for no 
in the other empty box under the jet and in the other 
empty box in the boy’s row. This means that the jet 
belongs to the boy, not to the girl.

5. 	 Look at the chart. If the jet belongs to the boy and the 
car belongs to the mom, then the boat must belong to 
the girl. Draw Y for yes in the last empty box.
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