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Three business women need to rent a car for one day. The cost is $30 so they each pay $10. As they 
approach their rental car, the owner at the counter says, “Wait, there’s been a change. It’s your lucky 
day. The fee is only $25. Here’s $5 back.” Since the women are in a hurry and do not want to split 
the $5, they give the owner a $2 tip and they keep $3. So, each woman paid $10 – $1 (money they 
each got back) = $9, times 3 is $27. If you add the $2 tip, you get only $29! Where is the extra dol-
lar? Explain.

ANOTHER DAY, ANOTHER DOLLAR27

Fr
ee

 re
so

ur
ce

 fr
om

 w
w

w
.c

rit
ic

al
th

in
ki

ng
.c

om
. C

om
m

er
ci

al
 re

di
st

rib
ut

io
n 

pr
oh

ib
ite

d




