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Page 24:  FINDING SQUARES 

LESSON

Introduction
•  Hold up a square 

Teacher Comment:  We know that squares have four sides and four angles.

Stating the Objective
Teacher Comment:  We have found squares in our room and on 
paper.  In this lesson you will look at photographs that show 
objects that are square.  You will trace the squares that you 
see.

Conducting the Lesson
Teacher Comment:  In the first photograph we see a traffic sign.  
What shape is it?

Student Response:  The traffic sign is square.
Teacher Comment:  Trace the square.  
Teacher Comment:  The second picture shows a present.  Trace 
a square.
Teacher Comment:  The next picture shows a quilt.  A quilt is a 
large bed covering that is made of many small pieces of cloth.  
Trace a square.
Teacher Comment:  The next picture shows floor tiles.  Trace a 
square.
Teacher Comment:  The next picture shows a sign that tells a 
driver that an airport is nearby.  Trace the square.
Teacher Comment:  The last picture shows a picture frame.  
Trace the square.

•  Check students’ work.

Thinking About Thinking
Teacher Comment:  What did you pay attention to when you traced the squares?

Student Response:
1.  I paid attention to whether the shape had four straight sides and four square corners.
2.  I made sure that all the sides were the same length.
3.  I was careful kept my crayon on each straight line and each square corner.

Personal Application
Teacher Comment:  When do you need to find a square?

Student response:  I need to find a square in an object in order to draw it correctly.

Kindergarten Thinking Skills & Key Concepts Answers
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Trace one circle in each picture.

FINDING CIRCLES
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circle
Trace the word. 

DRAWING CIRCLES

Trace the circles.  Then color the inside of each circle any 
color you choose.
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DESCRIBING OVALS
An oval is a curve that has no beginning or end. 
It looks like a flattened circle.

   Draw a circle around each oval.

Trace the ovals.
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DESCRIBING ANGLES – LINES THAT TOUCH

When straight lines touch on all corners, they form shapes.
Trace the shapes. 

Lines that touch make angles.

   Circle the lines that touch. 
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A square is a shape with four equal sides and four 
square corners.

DESCRIBING SQUARES

Draw a circle around each square.  Hint:  One square is turned.

A square
corner
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   Trace one square in each picture.

FINDING SQUARES
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square
Trace the word. 

DRAWING SQUARES

Trace the squares.  Then color the inside of each square any 
color you choose.
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A rectangle is a shape with four sides and four 
square corners.  A rectangle has two sides that 
are longer than the other two sides. 

DESCRIBING  RECTANGLES

Draw a circle around each rectangle.

When two of the sides are longer than the other two, we call 
the shape a rectangle.  When all the sides are equal, we call 
the shape a square.

Color the squares blue.  Color the rectangles orange. 
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Trace one rectangle in each picture.

FINDING RECTANGLES

circle

square

19.  20.  21.  

22.  23.  24.  

25.  26.  27.  
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Page 50:  HOW DIFFERENT? 

LESSON

Introduction
Teacher Comment:  Sometimes you must write about how 
shapes are  different.

Stating the Objective
Teacher Comment:  In this lesson you will complete sentences 
that describe how two shapes are different.

Conducting the Lesson
Teacher Comment:  Notice that two words are missing from 
the sentence.  As you trace the sentence, use the words in the 
WORD BOX to write in the missing words to explain how the 
shapes are different.

•  Check students’ work.

Thinking About Thinking
Teacher Comment:  What did you pay attention to when you 
wrote how shapes are different?

Student Response:  
1.  I looked to see whether the shapes were different colors, 

different sizes, or different shapes.
2.  I found the correct word and copied it.

Personal Application
Teacher Comment:  When do you need to tell if shapes are different?

Student response:  I need to tell if shapes are different when I make requests or give directions.
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MATCHING SHAPES

Color the matching shapes the same color.

Example

Kindergarten Thinking Skills & Key Concepts  Similarities and Differences in Shapes

© 2014 The Critical Thinking Co.™ • www.CriticalThinking.com • 800-458-4849 47

MATCHING BY SHAPE AND COLOR
Draw a line from each shape to the one that has the same 
shape and color.
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MATCHING BY SHAPE AND COLOR
Draw a line from each shape to the one that has the same 
shape and color.
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HOW ALIKE?
Trace and use the words from the WORD BOX to complete 
each sentence to describe how the two shapes are alike. 

WORD BOX
small, squares

Both          are
           

WORD BOX
orange, triangles

Both             
are               .

.
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HOW DIFFERENT?

Trace and use the words from the WORD BOX to complete 
each sentence to describe how the two shapes are different. 

WORD BOX
color, squares

These             are
not the same          

WORD BOX
size, triangles

These              are
not the same        

.

.
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CHAPTER FOUR

SEQUENCES OF SHAPES
(WHAT’S NEXT?)
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WHAT COLOR SQUARE COMES NEXT?
Color the last square to continue the sequence.

?

?

?

?

?

?

Example
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WHAT COLOR SQUARES COMES NEXT?
Color the last two squares to continue the sequence.

??

??

??

??

??

??

Kindergarten Thinking Skills & Key Concepts  Sequences of Shapes

54 © 2014 The Critical Thinking Co.™ • www.CriticalThinking.com • 800-458-4849

WHAT COMES NEXT?
In the CHOICE BOX, find the shape that completes a 
sequence.  Draw a line from it to the sequence it completes.

?

?

?

?

CHOICE BOX

Both squares  are
small

These squares are 
not the same color

These triangles are 
not the same size

Both  triangles  
are  orange

46.  47.  48.  

49.  50.  51.  

52.  53.  54.  Kindergarten Thinking Skills & Key Concepts Sequences of Shapes
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WHAT COLOR SQUARES COMES NEXT?
Color the last two squares to continue the sequence.

??

??

??

??

??

??
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MENTAL MODEL
A mental model is a framework for understanding a concept.  It outlines the characteristics that one must state to 
describe or define a concept.  After completing this chapter, each kindergarten student will have applied this mental 
model to animals in the lessons.  A mental model helps a student:

•   Anticipate what he or she needs to know to understand a new animal

•  Remember the characteristics of an animal

•  State a clear definition or write an adequate description of an animal

•  Explain an animal to someone else

ANIMAL

BODY PARTS

SIZE

WHERE IT 
LIVES

KIND

MOVES

REPRODUCES

(number of legs, skin, eyes,
feet, wings, mouth)

(crawls, flies, runs,
swims)

(live birth, eggs)

(small, medium,
large)

(land/water, farm/wild)

(bird, fish,reptile,
mammal)

MENTAL MODEL OF AN ANIMAL

KINDS OF ANIMALS

MAMMALSFISH BIRDS

AMPHIBIANS REPTILES

shark

goldfish

camel, cow

giraffe, horse

pig, zebra

chicken

duck, owl

turkey

frog
toad

salamander
newt

lizard

snake

turtle
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