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Bass Lake Police Department 
Case File Introduction

Case Number:  033095							       Date:  ________________

Detectives Assigned to the Case:  

____________________________________________________________________________________

Something’s Fishy at Lake Iwannafisha.  The Bass Lake Police Department was recently called 
to Hartmann’s fishing cabin at 123 Trout Lane, to find a building in flames, a dead body, scattered 
bones in the woods, and stacks of money.  Oh yes, throw in a couple of guns and we’ve got 
ourselves a real mystery.  

You and your fellow detectives have been assigned to this case.  It is your job to fully investigate 
this case by examining the crime scene, analyzing witness statements, and interpreting evidence.  
In order to see justice served, you and your team must piece together the parts of this puzzle to 
determine who is responsible for the crime(s) occurring at 123 Trout Lane.  

Document your process by recording pertinent information in this case file.  You will need to 
determine what path your investigation will take.  When you decide what reports or statements 
you will need, please request them from your sergeant (teacher).  

To start your investigation, you will need to read the original preliminary crime scene report, as 
well as see a map of the crime scene.  It is up to you to use your investigative skills and forensic 
knowledge to crack this case.

Good Luck!
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Bass Lake Police Department 
Crime Scene Report

Case Number:  033095							       Date:  June 5, 2017

Detective Assigned to the Case:  Detective Jim Michaels

Case Description 
On June 5, 2017, at approximately 9:45 a.m. a call was received from Taylor Daniels who 
resides at 111 Salmon Lane.  She reported seeing smoke at a neighboring fishing cabin located 
at 123 Trout Lane, just on the outskirts of the city of Bass Lake.  The BLPD, as well as the fire 
department, were dispatched to 123 Trout Lane.  

City of Bass Lake property records show the fishing cabin is owned by Matthew Hartmann.

Preliminary Observations
When the police and firefighters arrived, the firemen immediately located the smoke as coming 
from a burning shed at the back of the property.  They quickly extinguished the fire.  Once the 
fire had been put out, the police canvassed the scene.  The following areas were searched and 
observations documented.  

The Fishing Cabin
1.	 One window in the back of the cabin had been broken.  Glass from the window was 

found on the inside of one of the two bedrooms in the cabin.  

2.	 Upon further inspection of bedroom #1, 15 stacks of twenty-dollar bills totaling $15,000 
were found in the closet.

3.	 Also recovered from bedroom #1 was a high resolution printer.

4.	 Police officers discovered a gun under the front porch.  

5.	 An iPhone was found on the kitchen table.

6.	 A handwritten list was also found on the kitchen table.	

Lake Iwannafisha
1.	 A small lake lies in the front of the property.  

2.	 A rowboat was pulled up on the bank of the lake in front of the fishing cabin.  
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The Shed

1.	 A wooden shed exists on the back of the property approximately 500 yards from the 
cabin.  The shed, on fire when authorities arrived, was partially damaged by the fire 
before the fire was extinguished.  

2.	 An empty gasoline can was found at the back of the shed.  

3.	 An unidentified body was found dead in the shed.

4.	 Two bullets were found embedded in the west side wall of the shed.

Pick-Up Truck

1.	 On the east side of the shed, a blue Ford pick-up truck was found.  The truck had no 
license plates.  The VIN was located and was documented as C4PWR7JLW99623.

2.	 Keys were found in the ignition of the truck.  

3.	 A gun was found in the glove box.

Shallow Grave 

1.	 In the woods behind the cabin, just west of the shed, a shallow grave was discovered.  

2.	 Four bones were found at the grave.  

This concludes the preliminary crime scene report.  Evidence will be collected and analyzed by 
the appropriate departments.  

Detective Jim Michaels
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