
Novel Thinking Lesson Guide: In Their Own Words:  Abraham Lincoln Answers

© 2009 The Critical Thinking Co.™ • www.CriticalThinking.com • 800-458-4849 87

Chapter 1

Page 1 A
	 Word	 	 	 Part	of	Speech
	 a.	 perish		 	 verb
	 b.	 raging		 	 verb
	 c.	 conceived	 	 verb
	 d.	 communicate		 verb
	 e.	 democracy	 	 noun
	 f.	 liberty	 	 noun
	 g.	 proposition	 	 noun
	 h.	 documents	 	 noun
	
Page 2 B
	 1.	 representation	 5.	 created
	 2.	 intense		 6.	 papers
	 3.	 freedom	 7.	 die
	 4.	 plan	 	 	 8.	 report

Pages 2-3 C
Answers	may	vary.
	 1.	 The	ten-sentence	speech	given	by	

Lincoln	is	called	the	Gettysburg	
Address.

	 2.	 (in	any	order)
	 	 •	 Lincoln	used	the	speech	to	stir	

people	of	the	North.
	 	 •	 Lincoln	urged	the	North	to	

continue	the	struggle	to	save	the	
nation.

	 3.	 (in	any	order)	
	 	 •	 Lincoln	kept	America	from	

breaking	apart	during	its	greatest	
crisis,	the	Civil	War.

	 	 •	 He	helped	put	an	end	to	slavery.
	 4.	 a.	 primary	 d.	 primary
	 	 b.	 secondary	 e.	 secondary
	 	 c.	 secondary	 f.	 primary

ANSWERS

Chapter 2

Page 4 A
Word Part	of	Speech
a.	brief adjective
b.	recollected verb
c.	restless adjective
d.	crude adjective
e.	swap verb
f.	scarce adjective

Page 4 B
	 1.	 crude	 	 4.	 brief
	 2.	 swap		 	 5.	 scarce
	 3.	 restless	 6.	 recollected

Page 5 C
These	characters	must	be	listed.		Traits	or	
facts	may	vary.
	 1.	 Thomas	Lincoln	-	farmer,	restless,	

had	legal	troubles
	 2.	 Sarah	-	first	child	of	Thomas	and	

Nancy,	took	over	household	when	
her	mother	died,	died	in	childbirth

	 3.	 Dennis	Hanks	-	relative	of	Nancy	
Lincoln,	moved	to	Little	Pigeon	with	
Thomas	and	Elizabeth	Sparrow	at	19

	 4.	 Sarah	Bush	Lincoln	-	loving	and	fair-
minded,	raised	Abe	and	Sarah	as	her	
own

Pages 6-7 D
	 1.	 a.	 The	family	moved	to	a	farm	at	

Sinking	Spring	in	Hardin	County.
	 	 b.	 Students	need	3	of	these	

answers.			The	home:
	 	 	 •	 was	a	log	cabin.

Pre-Reading Activity/K-W-L Chart (Pages X-XI)
The	wording	of	the	students’	answers	will	vary,	but	should	include	the	information	on	
what	they	know	about	Abraham	Lincoln,	what	they	want	to	find	out,	and	what	they	learn	in	
each	chapter.
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